
 
McAlester City Council 

NOTICE OF MEETING 
  

  
 Workshop Meeting Agenda 

Tuesday, May 26, 2026 - 5:00 PM 
28 E. Washington Ave  
28 E. Washington Ave 

 

 
  

 Attending in Person 
Justin Few Mayor 
Levi Gilmore Ward One 
Robin Woodley Ward Two 
Chris Stone Ward Three 
Mike Brooks Ward Four 

Billy J. Boatright Ward Five 
Kevin Beaty-Vice Mayor Ward Six 
Ken Wimer Interim City Manager 
Cora M. Middleton City Clerk 
John T. Hammons City Attorney 

 

  
This agenda has been posted at the McAlester City Hall, distributed to the appropriate news media, and posted 
on the City website: www.cityofmcalester.com within the required time frame.   
  
The Mayor and City Council request that all cell phones and pagers be turned off or set to vibrate.  Members of 
the audience are requested to step outside the Council Chambers to respond to a page or to conduct a phone 
conversation. 
  
The McAlester City Hall is wheelchair accessible.  Sign interpretation or other special assistance for disabled 
attendees must be requested 48 hours in advance by contacting the City Clerk’s Office at 918.423.9300, 
Extension 4956. 
  
Official action can only be taken on items which appear on the agenda. The public body may adopt, approve, 
ratify, deny, defer, recommend, amend, strike, or continue any agenda item. When the public body desires more 
information on an item, the public body may refer the matter to City staff or back to a committee. Under certain 
circumstances, items may be deferred to a specific date or stricken from the agenda entirely. 
  
  
CALL TO ORDER  
Announce the presence of a Quorum. 

ROLL CALL   

SCHEDULED BUSINESS   
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1. Discussion on developing a City ordinance defining the City's position on Data Center 
development and support. (Robin Woodley, Councilor Ward 2) 

 
2. Discussion on creating an Ordinance on "Dark Stores" in the City limits of McAlester. (Justin 
Few, Mayor)  

 
3. Discussion on possible action for a Lodging Tax increase and potentially to set an election date. 
(Justin Few, Mayor) 

 
4. Discussion on establishing an Emergency Response Service Fee in Chapter 48 of the City Code. 
(Ken Wimer, Interim City Manager) 

RECESS COUNCIL MEETING   

ADJOURNMENT   

CERTIFICATION  
I certify that this Notice of Meeting was posted on this _______ day of __________ 2026 at _________ 
a.m./p.m. as required by law in accordance with Section 303 of the Oklahoma Statutes and that the 
appropriate news media was contacted. As a courtesy, this agenda is also posted on the City of McAlester 
website: www.cityofmcalester.com.6   
  

 
Cora M. Middleton, City Clerk 
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ORDINANCE NO. ____________ 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MCALESTER, OKLAHOMA, AMENDING 
CHAPTER 62, LAND DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING, ZONING AND 
SUBDIVISIONS; ARTICLE IV, ZONING DISTRICTS AND DISTRICT 
REGULATIONS; DIVISION 3, SUPPLEMENTAL DISTRICT REGULATIONS; BY 
ADDING SECTION 62-308, DATA CENTER REQUIREMENTS; PROVIDING 
FOR CODIFICATION, REPEALER, SEVERABILTY, AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY. 

  
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY the City Council of the City of McAlester, 
Oklahoma: 
 
SECTION 1.  NEW LAW. Section 62-308 to the McAlester City Code is hereby added to 
read as follows, to-wit: 
 
 Chapter 62.  Land Development, Planning, Zoning and Subdivisions  

Article IV.  Zoning Districts and District Regulations 
Division 3.  Supplemental District Regulations 

 Section 62-308. Data Center Requirements 
 

A. For the purpose of this section, a “data center” means any facilities or group of 
affiliated facilities which: 

 
1. Has a single-site or aggregate expected annual electric usage of ten 50 

megawatts or more, and  
 

2. Is primarily engaged in one or more of the following activities: 
 

a. Operation of data centers, cloud computing facilities, server 
farms, or digital asset processing facilities, or 
 

b. Artificial intelligence, high-performance computing, or large-
scale information processing. 

 
The term shall include facilities under common ownership or control that are 
reasonably expected to operate in a coordinated manner. The term shall not 
include traditional residential, small commercial, or standard industrial 
customers unless such customers meet the demand thresholds established in 
this section. 
 

B. A data center shall be permissible only in the I-2 heavy industrial district and as 
a use permitted after review under the procedures identified under Section 62-
129 of this Chapter 62.   
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C. The provisions of this Section 62-308 shall govern over any conflicting 
provisions of this Chapter 62. 

 
SECTION 2.  CODIFICATION. The City Clerk is hereby directed to enter the appropriate 
changes to the appropriate place in the McAlester City Code of McAlester, Oklahoma, as 
authorized and approved by this Ordinance.  
 
SECTION 3. SEVERABILITY.  If any provision, paragraph, word, section of article of this 
Ordinance is invalidated by any court of competent jurisdiction, the remaining provisions, 
paragraphs, words, sections and chapters shall not be affected and shall continue in full 
force and effect.  
 
SECTION 4. REPEALER.  All other Ordinances and parts of other Ordinances 
inconsistent or conflicting with any part of this Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent 
of such inconsistency or conflict. 
 
SECTION 5. EMERGENCY. It being necessary for the preservation of the public 
health, safety, and welfare, this ordinance shall take effect immediately after its 
publication as provided by law. 
 
 
PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MCALESTER, 
OKLAHOMA on THIS ________ DAY OF __________________, 20_______. 
 
      CITY OF MCALESTER, OKLAHOMA 

A Municipal Corporation 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Mayor 

 
ATTEST: 
 
_________________________________________ 
City Clerk 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY this ________ day of 
__________________, 20_______. 
 
 

____________________________________ 
City Attorney 
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ORDINANCE NO. ____________ 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MCALESTER, OKLAHOMA, AMENDING 
CHAPTER 18, BUILDINGS AND CONSTRUCTION; ARTICLE I, IN GENERAL, 
BY ADDING SECTION 18-3, VACANT BUILDINGS; PROVIDING FOR 
CODIFICATION, REPEALER, SEVERABILTY, AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY. 

  
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY the City Council of the City of McAlester, 
Oklahoma: 
 
SECTION 1.  NEW LAW. Section 18-3 to the McAlester City Code is hereby added to 
read as follows, to-wit: 
 
 Chapter 18.  Buildings and Construction  

Article I.  In General 
Section 18-3. Vacant Buildings 
 
A. The City shall maintain a list of the property owners or the designees of 

property owners of vacant commercial real property to ensure the public 
safety and welfare of its citizens. Additionally, for the purpose of addressing 
public nuisances, dilapidated properties or other unlawful conduct in 
accordance with their general police powers, the City requires the following 
information be maintained and that property owners of vacant buildings are 
hereby required to provide the following information to the City Clerk, and 
to maintain updated information as follows: 

 
1. Current contact information of persons or entities responsible for 

emergency contact and property maintenance as outlined in this 
subsection; or 

 
2. The name of a person or entity authorized to receive notice and service 

of process for property outlined in this subsection, along with their 
contact information, provided, however, that if the current contact 
information for a property owner is the same as the address of record 
on the current property tax rolls, and that person or entity listed as the 
property owner is also responsible for the maintenance of the property 
and authorized to receive notice and service of process, then the 
property owner shall not be required to provide additional information to 
the City Clerk.  Unless other contact information for emergency contact 
or service of process is provided by the property owner to the City, then 
it shall be deemed that the current contact information on the City tax 
rolls or land records for a property owner is the current contact 
information for noticed and service of process.  
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3. A fee shall not be collected by the City to administer the collection of 
information authorized in this section. 

 
B. Nothing in this section shall prohibit the City from enacting and enforcing 

rules and regulations to require real property owners to comply with the 
provisions of this section and established occupancy standards as set forth 
by ordinance and state law. 

 
C. Nothing in this section shall prohibit the City from requiring the owner of 

property that is the subject of any abatement process provided in this title 
to provide the name, physical address and telephone number of an 
individual to receive and respond to communications concerning the 
property subject to the abatement process.  No future action taken by the 
City shall be rendered ineffective due to the failure of the property owner to 
provide the information pursuant to this subsection.  The City shall not 
assess any additional charge when requiring the information. 

 
D. Information obtained by the City under this section shall be confidential and 

not subject to disclosure under the Open Records Act. 
 

E. The owner of a vacant property shall submit a vacant building plan which 
must meet the approval of the director of planning or his/her designee. The 
plan, at a minimum, must contain information from one of the following three 
choices:  
 
1. If the building is to be demolished, a demolition plan indicating the 

proposed time frame for demolition starting within 30 days of acceptance 
of the proposed demolition timeline and does not exceed 90 days in 
accordance with the City Code; or  

 
2. If the building is to remain vacant, a plan for ensuring the building is 

secured along with the procedure that will be used to maintain the 
property, and a statement of the reasons why the building will be left 
vacant (i.e., building for sale, etc.); or  

 
3. If the building is to be returned to an appropriate occupancy or use, a 

rehabilitation plan for the said building and grounds shall be submitted. 
The rehabilitation plan shall not exceed twelve (12) months from the time 
a required remolding permit is obtained, unless the building official 
grants an extension upon receipt of a written statement from the owner 
detailing the reasons for the extension. Any repairs, improvements or 
alterations to the property must comply with all applicable zoning, 
historic preservation, or building codes, and the property must be 
secured during the rehabilitation.  

 

Page 12 of 14



 
Page 3 of 4 

 

4. All applicable laws and codes shall be complied with by the owner. The 
owner shall notify the inspection department of any changes in 
information of their vacant building registration within thirty (30) days of 
the change. If the plan or timetable for the vacant building is revised in 
any way, the revision(s) must be in writing and must meet the approval 
of the director of planning or his/her designee.  

 
5. The owner shall keep the building secured and free of exterior defects 

to the building and grounds properly maintained in accordance with all 
applicable city ordinances. The owner of commercial buildings shall 
maintain water and electrical utilities to the vacant building at all times, 
whether or not a vacant building plan is in place. 

 
6. The failure of the owner of the vacant building to obtain a deed for the 

property or to file the deed with the county clerk of Pittsburg County shall 
not excuse the property owner from registering the property.  

 
7. Failure of the owner to maintain the building and premises that result in 

remedial action taken by an enforcement officer shall be grounds for 
revocation of the approved plan and shall be subject to any applicable 
penalties provided by the law.  

 
8. Upon registration, the city will post a notice on the front door of the 

property identifying that the structure was registered as a vacant 
building. Said notice will state the name and phone number of the owner 
or person responsible for maintaining the building and the registration 
number.  

 
9. The registration and all associated processes must be completed in its 

entirety annually for as long as the property remains vacant. 
 
10. Any violation of this section shall result in fines and penalties being 

assessed pursuant to City Code. 
 
SECTION 2.  CODIFICATION. The City Clerk is hereby directed to enter the appropriate 
changes to the appropriate place in the McAlester City Code of McAlester, Oklahoma, as 
authorized and approved by this Ordinance.  
 
SECTION 3. SEVERABILITY.  If any provision, paragraph, word, section of article of this 
Ordinance is invalidated by any court of competent jurisdiction, the remaining provisions, 
paragraphs, words, sections and chapters shall not be affected and shall continue in full 
force and effect.  
 
SECTION 4. REPEALER.  All other Ordinances and parts of other Ordinances 
inconsistent or conflicting with any part of this Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent 
of such inconsistency or conflict. 
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SECTION 5. EMERGENCY. It being necessary for the preservation of the public 
health, safety, and welfare, this ordinance shall take effect immediately after its 
publication as provided by law. 
 
PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MCALESTER, 
OKLAHOMA on THIS ________ DAY OF __________________, 20_______. 
 
      CITY OF MCALESTER, OKLAHOMA 

A Municipal Corporation 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Mayor 

 
ATTEST: 
 
_________________________________________ 
City Clerk 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY this ________ day of 
__________________, 20_______. 
 
 

____________________________________ 
City Attorney 

 

Page 14 of 14


	 CALL TO ORDER
	 ROLL CALL
	 SCHEDULED BUSINESS
	 Discussion on developing a City ordinance defining the City's position on Data Centers
	CA Opinion 26-01, Few
	Data Center Ordinance

	 Discussion on creating an Ordinance on "Dark Stores".
	Dark Store Ordinance

	 3. Discussion on possible action for a Lodging Tax
	 4. Discussion on establishing an Emergency Response Service Fee.

	 RECESS COUNCIL MEETING
	 ADJOURNMENT
	 CERTIFICATION

